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Abstract:  

Rohinton Mistry's standing as a scholar essayist was affirmed 

with Such a Long Journey, shortlisted for the lofty Booker 

Prize and the Trillium Award. Such A Long Journey, Mistry's 

first novel, oversees splendidly to address Indian culture and 

everyday life, setting it against the scenery of the subcontinent's 

unpredictable postcolonial legislative issues. In 1998, the book 

was made into a movie by the Canadian chief Sturla 

Gunnarsson, featuring Om Puri and Roshan Seth. Mistry 

expertly portrays the significant occasions in India with those 

in the private circle of the Noble family and of the other 

essential characters in the book. He believed that was a decent 

movie; however, soon it screwy out that Indira Gandhi was 

utilizing the RAW like her own private organization. Bilimoria 

was placed accountable for the guerilla development of Mukti 

Bahini in East Pakistan by the Prime Minister herself. The 

historical foundation of this novel was the partition of East-

Pakistan of central area India and the ensuing production of 

Bangladesh. Bilimoria required cash to set up this 

development. The money was caught by the Prime Minister's 

office and rerouted to another private record.  

Keywords: Cultural Conflicts, private record, Rohinton 

Mistry, Such a Long Journey, IIT,  

 

Introduction 

Rohinton Mistry got the scholarly world by storm with his first 

novel, Such a Long Journey. Set against the scenery of battle 

in the Indian sub-mainland and the up and coming birth of 

Bangladesh, the story digs into the issue of Gustad Noble, a 

devout maturing Parsee [1]. In traditional form, he is set in 

opposition to weighty chances. The showdown between the 

two real factors - internal and external - and the possible 

acknowledgement of his parcel with pride accept significant 

importance as Gustad ventures from vulnerability to sureness, 

from dread to certification and from perplexity to perspicacity. 

The 'dull tides of life' are his convictions. However, he faces 

existence with a quiet peacefulness. He is profoundly strict and 

blessed with incredible moral integrity [2-5]. Food comes from 

the inside and upholds from without - from his significant 

other, Dilnawaz. 

The Zoroastrian perspective saturates the story, and the 

possible victory of Gustad is the triumph of the Zoroastrian 

confidence [6-11]. Gustad is a casualty figure whose fall on the 

'thistles of life' is crafted by contriving conditions. His dad's 

disappointment throughout everyday life, his sibling's 

disloyalty, and his mom's misfortune provides him with the 

'finger of neediness' moves quickly, dirtying and debasing his 

life [12-15]. In 'unfocussed displeasure', he settles never to 

enjoy tears before anybody and, in private, regardless of 

anguish or distress, falls upon his shoulders [16-21]. The

 buses that tears are futile and cry is the shelter of 

ladies and men who permit themselves to be broken. His 

respectability and immovability keep him entire and normal his 

self-actualization results from a wild struggle between the 

insidious powers and the good specialists [22-25]. 

The account has four primary strands, the main arrangements 

with the double-crossing of Gustad's fantasy by his child 

Sohrab [26-31]. The second sensationalizes a sorry situation 

emerging from his girl Roshan's extended disease. The third 

depicts the secret that covers Jimmy Billimoria, the made-up 

partner of the scandalous Sohrab Nagarwala. The fourth strand 

concerns what is happening in which Tehmul, a formatively 

incapacitated youthful neighbour of Gustad, is set [32-35]. 

Mistry's victory lies in meshing the four strands into a dextrous 

example, and abound together vision arises in the story: 

"The Sena raised the bogey of 'the other', the  religious other, 

the Muslim, the linguistic other, especially Tamil speakers,  

and the regional other, those who came from other parts of 

India." Mistry shows that Indian national identity construction 

relies on a strategy of Othering that threatens to victimize the 

Parsis. (121) 

His child's double-crossing of his fantasy comes as a significant 

blow in Gustad's life. His child's accomplishment in the 

placement test of IIT offers trust in a generally depressing 

presence [36-45]: To him, the Indian Institute of Technology 

turned into the guaranteed land. It was the home of the 

Holy Grail, and everything would be given, and everything 

would be conceivable, and all things would happen for he who 

travelled there and arose with the sacrosanct goblet. In any 

case, Gustad's 'guaranteed land is something like a 'sumptuous 

jail'. It is a deception, a grown-up rendition of an adolescent 

story. He understands that difficult and isolating the strands of 

excitement into that 'honourable manufacture' is pointless. 

Sohrab's refusal to join IIT breaks Gus' smidgen's happiness. 

His secures and disillusionment at his child's rebuke are 

advocated. He notices consequently: 

Remember when her puppy [Nehru] as Prime Minister, making 

her president of Congress Party. At once, she began 
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encouraging the demands for a separate Maharashtra. How 

much bloodshed, how much rioting she caused. And today, we 

have that bloody Shiv Sena waiting to make the rest of us into 

second-class citizens. Don't forget she started it by supporting 

the racist buggers (39). 

He was discarding his future without reason. How have I not 

helped him, tell me? I even hurled myself before a vehicle. I 

kicked him to the side, saved his life, and inspired him to 

experience for my entire life (slapping his hip). Yet, that is the 

thing a dad is for. 

Furthermore, if he can't extend regard at east, I can kick him 

once more. Out of my home, out of my life. Being a 

nonconformist, Sohrab ventures out from home. The resultant 

alienation leaves a void in Gustad's life. Gustad is truly worried 

about his child's possibilities in the future in India's pluralist 

society. He fears that the youthful are careless regarding the 

peril of the deficiency of custom [46-49]. 

Furthermore, the deficiency of regard for the people who 

esteem and maintain custom generally follows on the off 

chance that custom is lost [50]. The achievement of Sohrab's 

life turns into the reason for his own [51-57]. It gives 

significance to his sombre presence. Sohrab grabs away that 

reason, 'similar to a brace from a handicapped person' [58-65]. 

His child's foolishness anguishes him. He is nostalgic: 

And how I wish I were back at the 

beginning,   without   R   owl edge of the end. 

In the beginning, at least there was hope. 

Now there is nothing. Nothing but sor1ow: 

 

His girl Roshan's extended disease increases his wretchedness. 

Neediness torments him, and he battles to earn enough to get 

by. He sells his camera and his better half's gold bangles to 

meet the mounting costs [66-71]. He finds that there are a few 

diffusive powers in activity against him. By and by, he 

dispatches an epic battle against troublesome conditions. His 

companion Malcolm proposes a visit to the congregation of St. 

Mary. Gustad is watchful: Dabbling in religions was offensive 

and contemptuous, offending the other confidence and his own. 

Be that as it may, Mount Mary was unique - an inclination 

nearly of pre-appointment about it. 

There is a hint of contradiction in his choice to go to the 

congregation of St. Mary. It's anything but dismissal of the 

Zoroastrian confidence; however, an acknowledgement of 

'help from above [71-75]. He deduces it is the desire of Dada 

Ormuzd. In the congregation, he lights candles and offers 

petitions [76-79]. He considers Roshan, wishing her solid once 

more; of Dinshawji that his enduring might stop; and Sohrab 

that his great sense is re-established to him. He does not 

'mess with his hip'. He accepts t it isn't so much that that 

significant in the organization of Malcolm, which radiates [80]. 

He starts to remember and understands that a sweet, pitiful 

delight contacts everything that made a difference in his life. 

Roshan's emotional strengthening could be seen as a reaction 

to his supplication [81-83]. It vouches for his solidarity of soul. 

Oustad's long excursion into the obscure initiates with his 

companion Jimmy's secretive and unexpected vanishing. 

Jimmy is something beyond a neighbour. Just about one of the 

family, he is a 'second dad' to the youngsters [84-88]. Gustad 

even considers naming him their watchman in his will, should 

something inopportune happen to himself and Dilnawaz. 

Jimmy is genuinely a companion in need whose gallant 

exertion saves Gustad from a fiasco. Alluding to his 

companion's assistance, Gustad notices quietly: But then, at 

that point, that was the astonishing thing about him, he was 

dependably there when required - call it fortuitous event, call it 

fellowship, that was Jimmy's direction [89]. 

The abrupt vanishing of his companion wounds him 

profoundly. It is treason, and Jimmy is 'one more sort of Cain' 

as far as he might be concerned [90-94]. Just his better half 

could detect the profundity of his aggravation [95]. Her insight 

is far keener than Oustad's. She is hopeful that his companion 

will unquestionably return one day and clarify. Be that as it 

may, Gustad stays morose and medical attendant's disdain 

against his companion. Jimmy keeps in touch with him after a 

long quiet. It carries alleviation to the injured mind of Gustad. 

Jimmy demands he get a bundle for his benefit. He is too 

baffled to even think about thinking, and after lengthy 

consideration, he brings back the bundle. Unfortunately, he 

finds ten lakhs in it. The appearance of cash prompts the 

deficiency of harmony in Oustad's life. A tempestuous stage - 

one of uneasiness and vulnerability - starts. Being emotionless, 

he hides his pain. Difficulties begin as he neglects to relate the 

two universes - the one where blamelessness and happiness rule 

and the other, degenerate and maleficent. The steady 

deception of outside powers undermines his static yet peaceful 

presence. 

Jimmy's capture on charges of misrepresentation and coercion 

breaks his self-satisfied life. The misrepresented adaptation of 

the public authority disintegrates his confidence in his 

companion. He encounters a sensation of treachery. He agrees 

to return the cash as demanded by Ghulam Mohammed, a 

reliable companion of Jimmy. It is the ethical help of Dinshawji 

that turns away a mental meltdown in his life. Dlnshawji helps 

him in his undertaking. Gustad understands that his companion 

is solid and dependable. He concedes: Here was no' comedian 

or jokester except for a strong, trustworthy companion. How 

seriously I misconstrued him. And how will at any point 

compensate him for all his assistance? This acknowledgement 

makes him see his companion from an alternate perspective out 

and out. 

Dinshawji's abrupt sickness and his resulting demise heighten 

Gustad's hopelessness. Dinshawji courts passing fearlessly 

when he has shown her patients that it is so natural to kick the 

bucket in the medical clinic. Gustad sees a grin on his 

companion's face. Dinshawji is no simple comedian. He is fit 

for thinking. He wears a cover, yet Gustad sees his companion's 

actual face before death. Like Gustad, Dinshawji, as well, is 

nostalgic as the everyday routine he had experienced is wiped 

out with the changing of names of roads in Bombay. 

Dinshawji's personality emergency is undifferentiated from 

Gustad's awful situation. He tells Gustad once: So, what occurs 

the everyday routine I have experienced? Is it true that I was 

carrying on with some unacceptable existence with every one 

of some unacceptable names? Will I get another opportunity to 

live it all again with these new names? Let me know what 

occurs in my life; rubbed out, very much like that. 

He is no simple 'star of the comic hour'. His insights are 

significant and origin&1. His shrewd perceptions mirror his 

Arnoldian despairing and information on life. His passing is an 

agonizing advance in Gustad's excursion, and subsequently, 

forlornness spreads in his day to day existence. Oustad's getting 
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out of the Khodabad Building is a demonstration of 

representative worth; it is his initial phase toward self-

actualization. In any case, he is worried: Would this excursion 

be worth the effort? Was any excursion ever worth the 

difficulty? Gustad's involvement with Delhi is an end of the 

world. What he sees carries tears to his eyes. 

Jimmy's admission shocks Gustad, and he understands that his 

companion is made the whipping kid. It is a major 

misrepresentation of sixty lakhs wherein the Prime Minister is 

straightforwardly involved. Jimmy is approached to get the 

cash from the State Bank of India to back the guerrilla 

preparing program in East Pakistan by mimicking Prime 

Minister's voice on the phone. Jimmy is approached to 

compose an admission and sign it from that point onward. He 

is cunningly outlined. He is captured, savagely tormented, and 

delivered solely after returning the cash. Later he has moved so 

an emergency clinic where appropriate clinical consideration is 

given. Jimmy's experiencing results a double-crossing by 

'individuals at the extremely top'. 

Jimmy's disclosure adjusts Gustad's discernment. It is a 

snapshot of light and a mark of pardoning. He sees reality, not 

in the red light of feeling but rather the white light of truth. Be 

that as it may, his changed discernment doesn't bring comfort; 

it brings torment joined by information. His return so Bombay 

is accused of incredible importance. It finishes his torturing 

difficulty. Jimmy's demise is an awful encounter for Gustad as 

it adjusts his viewpoint of life. 

 

In the novel entitled Such a Long Journey, the female 

characters do not journey. They remain stationary while the 

world around them moves and changes. Theirs is a static 

universe where their creator denies them the knowledge of their 

stultification and repression. This novel, a fictional account of 

recent history, is in the genre of what Greene and Khan have 

called history as 'written by men, from a male perspective. 

What has been designated historically significant has been 

deemed too according to a valuation of power and activity in 

the public world'. (52) 

The fourth strand of the account concerns the situation of 

Tehmul and his awful passing. For Gustad's situation, empathy 

turns into a piece of information towards getting himself away 

from the woods. He alone treats Tehmul with adoration. 

Tehmul is a blameless soul caught in the realm of debasement. 

He has nothing to anticipate except for the existence of torment. 

Consequently Gustad's compassion toward him. Once, he 

protects Tehmul in a massage parlour. Tehmul has a 

youngster's brain, yet the natural urge makes him anxious. 

Gustad construes that Tehmul's image would fit right among 

different holy people of the compound divider, a public urinal 

changed into a hallowed place by Gustad. 

The showdown between the Municipal labourers and the 

protestors prompts the terrible passing of Tehmul. Gustad 

mourns his passing as it signifies the finish of blamelessness. 

He covers the collection of Tehmul with a cover and plunks 

down to implore, sobbing. His supplication is for Tehmul, 

Jimmy, Dinshawji, his folks, grandparents, 'all who needed to 

hang tight for such a long time. Curiously, Gustad doesn't 

appeal to God for himself even once. It is a critical second as 

he understands the pointlessness of life. It is likewise a 

snapshot of compromise. Sohrab, the reckless child, returns, 

humble. The previous mistaken assumptions are figured out, 

bringing about the 'last enlightenment'. Incidentally, it is the 

passing of Tehmul that reunites the dad and the child. Their 

gathering is reminiscent of a crisp start. Talking about Tehmul's 

personality, Makarand Paranjape notices. 

Such a Long Journey gets its structure from the old-style 

scholarly practice. There is a sensational strain in the account. 

The movement of activity isn't just coherent yet in addition 

free. It has the development of life. Mistry's first novel doesn't 

have specialized brightness. However, it offers a striking look 

at working-class Parsee life in India. As such, it is life in its 

exhaustiveness, assortment and newness that the account so 

effectively sensationalizes. Throughout Gustad's life and 

enduring, a bigger mood of the widespread example is cut out. 

Hopelessness' vision is on the double-wide and incorporating. 

Oustad, similar to Job, finds in empathy and perseverance a 

poise and significance. Enduring all that fate keeps available 

for him. 

Oustad has humble yearnings and unassuming dreams; 

however, he revolts when conditions plan to deny him joy and 

harmony. He gradually changes his fantasies and trims down 

his assumptions for life. He comes to acknowledge that he isn't 

in charge of occasions. Toward the finish of his frightening 

excursion, he acknowledges his limits. His way of persevering 

through the hardships is his victory. His colossal moral strength 

and steadfast confidence in Ahura Mazda become definitive 

elements in his endurance. It is the will to get by without 

capitulating to any delayed depression or sharpness that 

eventually reclaims him. Anjana Desai appropriately says. 

Gustad is the focal person and the inclination focus of the book. 

There are two occasions in the account that secure 

representative importance. The first is the destruction of the 

divider by the Municipal labourers. The present circumstance 

is reminiscent of Gustad's broken dream. It additionally 

features the world's lack of interest in the enduring of others. 

The second is Gustad destroying the dark paper covering the 

ventilators. It is a representative signal that concludes his 

excursion of sentimentality. Finally, reality finds him. 

The perspective that works as the controlling point to the story 

is normally Zoroastrian. Oustad is a devout Parsee whose life 

is administered by humate mukhtar and Harsha. One day he 

purchases milk for three penniless and their blissfully - idiot 

happiness. His petition for others at the congregation of St. 

Mary is a substantial illustration of his respectability and 

ethical quality. Such 'little, anonymous, unencumber ed 

demonstrations of Rlndne ss and 1ove ' oversee the best part of 

his life. His devotion to Jimmy and his sympathetic treatment 

of Tehmul vouch for his uprightness. Toward the start of his 

excursion, his displeasure and dissatisfaction are the product of 

obliviousness. His definitive acknowledgement of his 

constraints is a reasonable side effect of the development of 

cognizance from one. 

Oustad follows the way of Asha, which requires the existence 

of severe discipline and restraint and astute forbearance from 

evil in the entirety of its perspectives. Dr Radhakrishnan 

notices the dualism intrinsic in man: The dualism is inside one's 

nature. The malicious powers are inside man and not outside. 

Zarathustra didn't surrender to these powers because he 

defeated the Evil One method. His direct exhibit is that man's 

self decides his predetermination. Gustad triump him the 

triumph of the Good over the powers of Darkness and Evil. 
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In Such a Long Journey, Misery brings up the fundamental 

issue of life, for example, the issue of human dejection in the 

advanced world, be done by Narayan in The English Teacher. 

Gustad's affliction and battle with strength and modesty have a 

Promethean quality. His excursion is from horrendousness to 

trust and Iron gloom to thousand years. Alluding to Gustad's 

battle, Michael Thorpe notices: Gustad's excursion, similar to 

that of Magi, is caught with memory and want: trust and 

delicacy, restless consideration for his family yet additionally 

a difficult, male-centric break with his first-conceived child 

Sohrab, for whom he dreams too childishly, craving pay for his 

misfortunes and baffle. 

Geeta Doctor additionally communicates a comparative view: 

He finds his solidarity and tracks down himself. Mistry has 

achieved a triumph not for the common Parsi in diagramming 

this little yet inconsequential excursion. In any case, the 

standard striving individual, the mankind of the overlooked 

working-class, sticking to the center way all over the place. 

Mistry's imaginary world in Such a Long Journey 1s no ideal 

world of any sort. Calling Mistry, a social pragmatist, Mani 

Meiti comments: The portrayed society is denied strength. 

Mistry's shock at seeing the human condition and widespread 

debasement transforms him into an obliged pragmatist to 

uncover his general surroundings. Mistry's vision is an 

expansive filigree of good and underhanded, the commonplace 

and the radiant. It is a fundamental vision where the transient 

and the timeless consolidation. 

He learned to disdain the overlong sojourn and the 

procrastinated departure, for they were the progenitors of 

complacent routine, to be shunned at all costs. The journey – 

chanced, unplanned, and solitary – was the thing to relish (184). 

At another level, Such a Long Journey is a fictionalized 

endeavour to solve the question "How to Live ?". One of the 

epigraphs is taken from Flrdausi's Shah-Nama: He gathered the 

matured ministers and put inquiries to them concerning the 

lords who had once had the world. 'How did they, he asked, 

'hold the world at the outset, and can anyone explain why it has 

been passed on to us in such a sorry state? Furthermore, how 

could it be that they had the option to live liberated from care 

during the times of their courageous works? This epigraph 

holds the key as it conveys Mistry's vision of life which is 

shocking and far-reaching. The gallant past differences with the 

unheroic present in which life and vulnerability have become 

equivalent. The world is a sorry state is a secret to Mistry. 

Through the hero Gustad, Cuesense of the uncertainty of a 

lessening local area talks. Billimoria's misfortune isn't 

independent; he is a survivor of double-dealing. 

Mistry doesn't offer an 'expression of remorse' for an individual 

Zoroastrian; his confidence in the fundamental nob cold of man 

makes him take up bludgeons for a defrauded person. In him is 

consolidated Anand's truthfulness of direction and Dickens' eye 

for detail. His image of temporary India in the post-

Independence reais unjaundiced be featured the human 

dilemma in a bad society, and his 'image of torment' is skin to 

see one in Achebe's No Longer At Ease. For Gus had no God 

shows up toward the finish of the fears to clarify things or 

apportion equity, no God consoles him that he has breezed 

through the assessment and all will be well. Stress and distress, 

and frustration take steps to smash him. 

However, Gustad does without capitulating to any drawn-out 

misery or sharpness, actually having his fundamental human 

respect. His long excursion in a cold and antagonistic world 

wherein all types of human joy and hopelessness are woven 

indistinguishably is the excursion of an ethnic gathering, a local 

area very nearly termination. From an abstract plane of self-

importance, he continues to and a lot further and more mind-

boggling to analyze the certainties of life. He, nearsighted 

toward the start, accomplish full vision towards the finish of his 

odyssey. His excursion shows the astronomical peculiarity - the 

contention among great and fiendishness, and his endurance is 

the victory of the Zoroastrian confidence. 

Conclusion 

This last gathering between the child and the dad comes when 

Gusad has 'seen' everything - relations, love, scorn, partition, 

kinship, double-crossing, passing and perceived that 

reasonableness and acknowledgement are maybe the main 

ways of managing life's imponderables. That is maybe the 

method for arranging the 'Long Journey' that presence is. The 

morcha, meanwhile, has dissolved away. Malcolm orders his 

labourers to start the destruction of the divider. The asphalt 

craftsman is accommodating regarding the destruction of the 

divider, gets together things and gets ready to start another 

excursion without making a difference where he will go. The 

text closes on a note of 'travelling' and is established. Gustad 

decides to remain; pulling down power outage papers from 

windows gives the light access to make another initiation in a 

perpetually changing world and requests a few degrees of 

changes. Such a Long Journey looks at, among different issues, 

the inquiries of Parsi personality and its diasporas. The subject 

of Such a Long Journey rotates around history, legislative 

issues and the normal uneasiness of a working-class man, 

Gustad Noble. Despite how Gustad needs to confront various 

challenges, he does without surrendering to any lengthy 

sadness or harshness, still possessing his fundamental human 

poise.  
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